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Under the leadership of GBRLC Retention
Specialist Shelia Chavis, GBRLC has hosted th
recognition events this year to congratulate
students on their progress toward earning their
GEDs. Dozens of students in the TANF-funded

programs at the Dream Center on Winbourne
Avenue, led by Adult Literacy Advocates, at New
Beginning Baptist Church in Zion City, led by

YWCA, and at Pipefitters Local 198, led by St.
Paul Adult Learning Center, were honored by
their instructors, Dr. Donald Hunter and Craig
Boutee, pastors of the churches that offer spacg
for their programs, and GBRLC staff. Donationg

Adult literacy students and their instructors at the
Dream Center (below) and students at Pipefitters
Local 198 (above) and at New Beginning (below left)
celebrate their completion of between 25 and 100

hours of instruction in GED preparation.
To see photo albums for each event, see Student

Retention Program folder at link below:
http://www.gbrliteracy.org/press_room.asp

of cookies, cake, ice cream, chips, shirts, gift
cards, backpacks, school supplies and CDs

provided a festive atmosphere and incentives fo
students working hard to achieve their goals.

Students at each site accepted the invitation to
address their classmates and share words of
encouragement. Speaking from the pulpit at N¢
Beginning Baptist Chur¢hktudentJimmy Douglas
spoke of his pride in earning his GED and stresg
the importance of class attendance, focusing up
the material, and keeping future goals in mind.
teenager at the Dream Center shared the
challenges and instability she faced growing up
foster care, and she thanked her classmates,
instructors, and Dream Center staff and volunte
for supporting her in her studies. Two fathers in
their mid-twenties at Pipefitters Local 198 and a
mother of three elementary school age children
and a toddler spoke about their commitment to
serving as examples to their children,

whom they brought to the ceremony to withess
their success. The mother plans to earn
certification as a Licensed Practical Nurse, whilg
the fathers may choose to enroll in on-site class]
in welding, pipefitting or heating and air
conditioning work through the Pipefitters Union.

Judy Comeauy, instructor at the Dream Center,
said that her GED students left their high schoo
programs for a variety of reasons and some noy
face obstacles such as transportation and childg
that can make it difficult to attend class. “They
each face different challenges balancing the
responsibilities of adult life with their desire get
their education,” she said. David Jones, Execut]
Director of St. Paul Adult Learning Center,
encouraged students to persevere. “Your
education is guaranteed to pay you dividends in
the future. Your GED will open the door to man
education and employment opportunities.”
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Visit The Press Room aj

www.gbrliteracy.orgor

email Debbie O’Connor|
at Debbie@brac.org
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Sharon Darling, National
Center for Family Literacy

Frito Lay staff, above (far left and far right),calir. Ron Zappe, top photo, gave chips and othgr
products this spring. Three Frito Lay staff aflemated $150 to cover fees for three GED testd
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Watch the Leading the Way to
Literacy video (link below) featuring
14 local and state leaders discussing

the impact of literacy for families,
schools, workplaces and the larger
community.

On July 13, 2009, literacy leaders from acros
the country convened at the Right to Literacy
Convention in Buffalo, New York, as part of
the National Community Literacy Conference
Using the model of the Seneca Falls
Convention of 1848, these delegates sought
create a set of resolutions that define the righ
to literacy.

Before the Conference, literacy supporters
throughout the United States, including
GBRLC Stakeholders, submitted their
resolutions to convention organizers.

The resolutions support five pillars of literacy
1. Building the Community

2. Strengthening the Family

3. Ensuring People’s Self-Determination

4. Improving the Workforce

5. Transforming the Literacy System

At the Convention, delegates determined and
voted on the first United States Declaration fqr
the Right to Literacy, and Debbie O’Connor,
GBRLC Executive Director, signed the original
document.

Delegates concluded that to ensure prosperity
for the nation and self determination for the
individual, changes at the national, regional and
local level must take place. The need is cleaf.
Tens of millions of adults and children do not
have the skills needed to succeed in life.
Literacy is the number one tool to change that
plight. The right to literacy must be a national
priority.

Please forward this newsletter and/or the link
above to friends, family, colleagues and anygne
who supports literacy efforts!
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Share our newsletter and website with
your friends, family, and colleagues!

Become a 2009 Coalition Member for
$25 (free for students!)

Purchase a GED test for $50!

6
www.gbrliteracy.org/video/literacy council 2008 jus one look.html
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